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THOSE IN PERIL 


UNSUNG HEROES OF THE SEA, THE MEN 
OF THE MERCHANT NAVY CARRIED THE 
RED ENSIGN TO EVERY CORNER OF “THE 
GLOBE. BATTLES, AGAINST BOTH WEATHER 
AND ENEMY, WERE HARD FOUGHT, WITH 
NO_ QUARTER ASKED OR GIVEN. QUIETLY, 
UNDAUNTEO BY DEATH AND SUFFERING, 
THEY WENT ABOUT THEIR VITAL TASK, 
ALMOST UNNOTICED BY THE MILLIONS 
THEY SERVED. THAT WAS THE WAY 
THEY PREFERRED IT. 


















2 Those In Peril 


Gaapter. WITHOUT MERCY 


| SEPTEMBER 3RD., [939 - ON THAT FATEFUL. SUNDAY MORNING . WAR WAS 
DECLARED BETWEEN GREAT BRITAIN AND GERMANY. ANO ON THAT DAT, 
| TOO, THE TRAMP STEAMER S.S. C4AZQEWV_WAS FAR OUT IN THE 

bo ti ATLANTIC, HOMEWARD BOUND FROM BRAZIL WITH A MIXED 


ABOARD HER THERE WAS ONLY ONE TOPIC OF CONVERSATION. AND. FOR 
DAVE KENDALL, THE SHIP’S THIRD OFFICER, THERE WAS ONLY ONE COURSE 
OF ACTION ~~ TO JOIN THE ROYAL NAVY LIKE HIS BROTHER, ALEC, WHO 
‘WAS ALREADY A FLEET AIR-ARM FIGHTER PILOT . 


SO IT'S COME AT LAST.! WELL, WE’VE fey WHAT?LL (IT, BE FOR 
BEEN EXPECTING IT FOR LONG ENOUGH. YOU, DAVE ? “THE NAVY, 
IT WILL. MEAN GOODBYE TO MOST OF THE LIKE YOUR _ BROTHER, 
CAMDEN’S _CREW, THOUGH ~~ THE YOUNG | SUPPOSE : 

*UNS WILL BE LINING UP TO GET INTO 2 

THE FIGHTING IF | KNOW 4g 

ANYTHING ASOUT ’EM . 


AYE, THAT'S 
RIGHT. AND, THE 
R SOONER THE BETTER. / / 
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BUT FOR THE S.S. C442Q00257 AND HER CREW, WAR WAS NOT SO VERY FAR 
AWAY. A.FEW SHORT HOURS LATER, KEEN EYES ON THE BRIOGE OF A 
SLEEK GREY WARSHIP STUDIED THE DISTANT WALLOWING TRAMP. 
IT 1S A BRITISH By) SIGNALMAN, MAKE 
VESSEL, HERR os “HEAVE"TO OR WE 
KAPLTAN ! ’ SHALL SINK YOU>... 
> B STAND BY, MAIN 
ARMAMENT / 














ce iia a a. 


ABOARD BRITISH VESSEL, THE WARSHIP HAD BEEN 
RECOGNGER WHTH GISMAN SME MAS GERALAW 
ORDERING ~ 
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CAPTAIN DAVIES STEPPED ACROSS TO THE SPEAKING 
TUBE CONNECTING THE BRIDGE WITH THE Ake cliee ical ie geal 


/...HELMSMAN, STEER PORT TEN DEGREES ! . WE'LL NEVER 
ENGINE ROOM, FULL AHEAD BOTH / fi. OUT DIS TANCE 



























WILL BE DARK IN_HALF_AN HOUR ~~ 
IF WE CAN KEEP OUT OF TROUBLE 

TILL THEN,WE MAY BE ABLE TO LOSE 
HER. TELL SPARKS TO SEND _OUT A 
MESSAGE GIVING CUR POSITION . 







THE GERMAN COMMANDER’S EYES GLITTERED ANGRILY 
AS HE SAW THE BRITISH SHIP SWING AWAY. 


ACH / THEY TRY TO 
ESCAPE / MAIN ARMAMENT, 
PREPARE TO ENGAGE / 
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E LONG BARRELS OF THE CRUISER’S 
She INCH GUNS SWUNG MENACING Ly .. 






































THE AIR VIBRATED TO THE SCREAM OF SHELLS AND THE CAMOEV 
SHUDDERED AS. THE SEA ERUPTED BESIDE HER. THE OFFICERS CLUTCHED 
AT THE SIDE OF THE BRIDGE, ALMOST DEAFENED BY THE CONCUSSION . 


BEGGIN’ ‘YOUR _PAROON, SIR» 

BUT DO YOU THINK WERE 4h 

DOING THE RIGHT THING > WE’VE \, { 

THIRTY MEN ABOARD AND THAT \ iL} WAR. "© SOONER GO , 
CRUISER"LL BLOW_US ALL SKY pp UNDER THAN THAT .- 
HIGH IF WE DON’T GIVE IN. 1 p 


| THINK DAVE’S RIGHT, 
SIR. THE REST. OF THE. MEN 
BNE Sou Urs HAN 
eA & FLAG. 
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THE MATE’S QUIETLY SPOKEN WORDS be tlebe fie MATTER ANDO THE 
CAMDEWV FORGED ON THROUGH A WELTER OF SEETHING, SHELL- TORN 
WATER, CHANGING COURSE AND SPEED CONTINUALLY IN AN EFFORT TO 
SPOIL THE CERMAN GUN-LAYERS? AIM_- 


ONLY WE 


Z {T’S NO USE 

» HIT BACK WITH. j WISHING » THIRD . 
F{ THERE’S NOTHING 
WE CAN 0O-BUT 

OOOGE ~~ ANDO 

“HOPE THAT 

NIGHT WILL 

SAVE US. 











IT WAS A VAIN HOPE. THE SUN WAS SINKING ~~ BUT NOT FAST eNeCH TO 
SAVE THE CAMOEW. THERE 


WAS A SUDDEN SEARING FLASH, AND A 
SHATTERING EXPLOSION HURLED THE SHIP ALMOST ON TO HER BEAM-ENDS . 
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« en aati See a a ce cea Te 
AS THE SMOKE DRIF TED AWAY, REVEALING THE GAPING HOLE IN[THE SHIP’S 
SIDE . (T oe OBVIO! 




















INTO “THE BOATS, 
hs EVERYBODY .... 
Z ABANDON SHIP / 
WATER'S 
POURING INTO 
THE FOR’ARD 
b HOLOS, SIR J 


WHAT'S 
WRONG P 


ONE MORE SALVO 
WILL FINISH HER >» 
t TH! 


BUT THE GERMAN CAPTAIN WAS NOT 
YET SATISFIED WITH HIS WORK OF 
DESTRUCTION. jag 


MORE SHELLS SCREAMED DOWN ON THE STRICKEN C4AZ0E/._ SHE HEAVED 
CONVULSIVELY TO A GIGANTIC DOUBLE EXPLOSION, AND DAVE FELT HIMSELF 
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THE SEA CLOSED OVER HIM AND WHEN HE SURFACED A MOMENT LATER, HIS 
HEAD STILL RINGING FROM THE STUNNING FORCE OF THE BLOW, IT WAS 70 
FIND HIMSELF ALONE IN A SEA STREWN WITH WRECKAGE. 


SNe. CC 


Ze 








Y THE MURDERING RATS / 
BUT THEY'LL PAY FOR THIS / 2am 


GRITTING HIS TEETH, DAVE FOUGHT HIS WAY TOWARDS A_ BATTERED ANO HALF 
SWAMPED LIFEBOAT. AND OUT OF THE CORNER OF HIS EYE HE GLIMPSED TWO 
SINISTER BLACK FINS CIRCLING LESS THAN A HUNORED YAROS AWAY. 


SHARKS.’ THEY'RE 


PVE_GOT TO REACH 
THAT BOAT / 
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WITH A SPEED BORN OF DESPERATION 

HE COVERED THE LAST FEW YARDS TO 

THE BOAT. AND ALL THE TIME THE 
ARKS, DRAWN BY, TH 


SCENT OF . 
OOD IN THE WATER, CIRCLED CLOSER - 


THE YOUNG MERCHANT 
NAVY OFFICER BROKE 
OPEN THE LIFEBOAT’S 
TINY FIRST AID KIT 
AND BANDAGED_ HIS 

J INJUREO LEG. THEN 
HE INSPECTED THE 
BOAT’S STORE OF FOOD 














IT WAS TO FIND THAT DARKNESS 
HAD FALLEN. THE SEA AROUND 
HIM WAS EMPTY . 


UY yf 
Yi, YY i] yf 
YY 


: 


y 
" 


vO 


YM MMW 
If LY 
LU 


LOOKS AS THOUGH THIS . 
IS THE FINISH ~~ AND WITHOUT A 
CHANCE OF GETTING BACK AT 
THOSE MURDERING JERRIES FOR 
WHAT THEY DIO TO THE C4A00EW... 


YY "el 


...BUT THIS IS NO 

WAY TO GO ON. 
pee | ALEC WOUL.D’ NEVER 
W GIVE IN... QUTTERS 
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DAVE COCKED A HOPEFUL EYE AT THE HEAVENS, BUT THE STARS WINKED 
MOCKINGLY BACK AT HIM. THE DAWN BROUGHT NO PROMISE OF RAIN FOR 
SOME TIME TO COME, AND HE TURNED HIS ATTENTION TO MAKING THE 
SHATTERED LIFEBOAT MORE COMFORTABLE - 


THERE, THAT PLATFORM ae 
SHOULD KEEP ME ABOVE gy 
WATER LEVEL, PROVIDED AE 
THE OLD BOAT DOESN’T 

SETTLE ANY DEEPER ~~ 

SHE’S LEAKING LIKE A 

SIEVE / GOOD THING SHE” 

GOT BUOYANCY TANKS 








THAT DAY PASSED ~~ AND THE NEXT, AND HOUR BY_HOUR DAVE_ GREW 
WEAKER. EVEN THE NIGHT WAS HOT AND HE COULD GET NO REST. 
THEN, TOWARDS DAWN OF ANOTHER DAY ..-- 


Y a; 


SEAS GETTING UP., 

AND ~~ 8Y GLORY . 

THAT’S LIGHTNING 

OVER THERE / WIND’S 
COMING FROM THAT 
DIRECTION, TOO. IF 
ONLY IT HOLDS 
FOR ANOTHER HOUR 
| oR sos 





Le 
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WITHIN THE HOUR THE WATERLOGGED BOAT WAS BEING TOSSED IN THE MIDST 
OF A VIOLENT TROPICAL STORM. OAVE, HIS HANDS OUTSTRETCHED, CAUGHT 
THE RAIN AS IT FELL AND ALLOWED IT TO TRICKLE DOWN HIS PARCHED, 
ACHING THROAT . 5 2 


HIS TERRIBLE THIRST QUENCHED, DAVE THE CROAKING CHEER WHICH 
FEVERISHLY CAUGHT THE .RAIN IN AN EMPTY ESCAPED DAVE’S CRACKED 
RATION TIN. I(T WOULD GIVE HIM SEVERAL AND BLEEDING LIPS DIED_AS 
MORE DAYS OF LIFE. THE STORM, HOWEVER, HE REALISED THAT ‘THE SHIP 
SEEMED TO HAVE BROUGHT WITH IT A COULD NOT POSSIBLY SEE HIM 
CHANGE OF LUCK, FOR ON THE MORNING FROM HER POSITION HULL. DOWN 
OF DAVE’S SIXTH DAY ALONE IN THE BOAT... ON THE HORIZON. SUT SHE 
WAS DRAWING STEADILY NEARER. 


PVE GOT TO ATTRACT HER 
ATTENTION ~~ AH / THIS 
MAY DO THE TRICK / 


aad =. 
Le 
| WISH THOSE SHARK N 
WOULD CLEAR OFF ~~ THEY \i 
GIVE ME THE CREEPS» 
CIRCLING ROUND LIKE THAT--|& 
FOR THE LOVE OF IKE, % 
MOKE ! THAT'S SMOKE } 
ON THE HOKZONM S 
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SOMEHOW DAVE SCRAMBLED UP, HIS LEG SHAKING UNDER HIM AS HE RAISED 
THE TIN HIGH OVERHEAD TO CATCH THE SUN’S RAYS. ANO ABOARD ‘THE 
SLIM, GREY DESTROYER, PART OF A SMALL BRITISH FORCE WHICH HAD 


INTERCEPTED THE C4AZOLW’S: LAST RADIO MESSAGE, A STRIDENT YELL 
ECHOED FROM A_ VIGILANT LOOKOUT ..-- 





LIGHT / 
LIGHT ON THE 
STARBOARD 


AT ONCE THE WARSHIP PUT HER HELM OVER, WHILE HER CAPTAIN'S FAC 
SET IN GRIM LINES... = 
aaa THERE THREE DAYS OF SEARCHING ~~ TO 
ONE MAN, SIR FIND ONLY ONE MAN / AND THE 
‘ i REST OF THE FORCE WILL NEVER 
HE MUST BE THE Y CURS 
ONLY SURVIVOR CATCH THE COWARDL U 
% WHO SANK THE C4MOEW ~~ THEY 
HAVE TOO GOOD A START. 


STAND BY, 
SEA - BOAT’S 
CREW / 








4 
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Chapter, ARCTIC CONVOY 


THAT MOMENT, AND THE WEEKS THAT FOLLOWED, WERE SITTER FOR THE 
YOUNG MERCHANT NAVY OFFICER. THE THREE FIGHTING SERVICES TURNED HIM 
DOWN ANO, OEJECTEDLY, HE PASSED THE NEWS ON TO HIS BROTHER -.-. 


SO_THAT’S IT, DON’T YOU BELIEVE IT. THIS WAR’S GOING TO LAST A 
ALEC. PLL HAVE LONG TIME, DAVE, AND WHETHER THIS COUNTRY STANDS 
TO GO BACK TO OR FALLS WILL DEPEND AS MUCH ON “THE MERCHANT 
THE MERCHANT NAVY AS ON THE FIGHTING SERVICES. ‘YOULL GET 
SERVICE ~~ AND YOUR SHARE OF ACTION, NEVER FEAR / 

THAT MEANS I'M 

CUT OF THE WAR 

ALMOST BEFORE 

TS STARTED. 





















lie Cae 
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Wy wy, “y 
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BUT DAVE WAS STILL DEPRESSED WHEN HIS NEW SHIP GAILED WITH A 
WESTWARD -BOUND CONVOY. TED WESTON, THE SHIP’S ELDERLY CHIEF 


AYE, BUT IT’S ONLY _TO BE ¥ 

EXPECTED AT THIS TIME OF 

YEAR. RECKON YOUR LEG : 
WILL STAND UP TO IT Px 


LOOKS AS 
THOUGH 
WE’RE IN FOR 
A __ ROUGH 
TRIP, TED. 


PES, ITLL BE _OKAY. THE DOCTORS: 
GAVE ME A CLEAN SHEET ~= FOR 
THE MERCHANT NAVY, THAT IS ! 
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HOWEVER, OAVE’S DISAPPOINTMENT AT BEING BARRED FROM THE ROYAL 
NAVY WAS SOON FORGOTTEN IN THE DAYS AND WEEKS THAT FOLLOWED. 
FOR STORMS, FOG AND ICE WERE NOT THE ONLY HAZARDS FACED BY 
MERCHANTMEN ON THE NORTH ATLANTIC ROUTE, ADDEO TO THESE AGE-OLD 
pro ala THE NEW DANGER OF ATTACK BY ‘LONG-RANGE BOMBER 





1g | i nl Hf 
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WHY, TED /_OF ALLL THE 
Luck! | NEVER EXPECTED 
TO GET A BERTH ON THE SAME a 
SHIP AS YOU. BUT ~~ FOR PETE’S a 
SAKE / WHAT HAVE THEY OONE 
TO HER P SHE LOOKS AS 
THOUGH SHE’S GOING ON A 
POLAR EXPEDITION / 


SO SHE _1S, DAVE-~ 

R SOMETHING ‘LIKE 

(T. THAT’S WHY WENE 
ALL BEEN SPECIALLY: 


KITTED OUT—THE RUSSIA 
ROU IN WINTER [5S 


ROUGH . 
BELIEVE ME / 
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TED WESTON’S.WORDS PROVED ONLY TOO TRUE. FOR DAYS THE MUNITIONS 
CONVOY PLOUGHED NORTHWARDS INTO BITING GALES AND STO! 


Jf PHEW ~~ BUT YA 
Y's COLD! WHO'D Yy74 
ZA BE A SAILOR ON 


IT’S A TRUE SAYING, 
DAVE ~~ BUT ONCE A 
SAILOR, ALWAYS A 

SAILOR / THERE’S NO 


OTHER LIFE. QUITE 
LIKE ITs 


AS THEY MOVED NORTH INTO THE ARCTIC SS COLD GREW STEADILY 


| WORSE. SPRAY AND SNOW FROZE SOLID ON TH AND SUPER- STRUCTURE, 
| ADDING MANY TONS TO ‘THE WEIGHT OF THE SHIP DESPITE THE EFFORTS OF HER 
CREW TO CLEAR IT. AND THEN, AT THE START OF ANOTHER BRIEF WINTER’S DA... 
CIEE: 7 °F LOOKS LIKE DESTROYERS ~~ Y VY y 
Zy t HA OF THEM ! 4 


ESCORT’S IN 
FOR A LIVELY 
FEW HouRS / 
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FOUR DESTROYERS OF THE ESCORT WHEELED AW AWAY IN_A. FLURRY OF FOAM: AND 
INTHE SAME MOMENT A SIGNAL LAMP WINKED FROM THE COMMODOR *S SHIP... 


NO USE WISHING YOU WERE ABOARD 
ONE OF THEM, SECOND. OUR JO6 ~~ 
GETTING THIS CARGO THROUGH “TO. 
RUSSIA ~~ IS JUST AS IMPORTANT J. 


e r, = : Pine iy 
‘it rates taal ‘ 
4 
Hinast"~ 














Naan ATS it ati 
: iain Yui 


CAPTAIN CLARKE WAS RIGHT, OF COURSE, BUT THE DISTANT that te OF GUNS 
ECHOING ACROSS THE ICE-STREWN SEA MADE DA\ OAVE FEEL AGAIN TI 
LESSNESS OF BEING UNABLE TO HIT uae =~ OF HAVING TO ISEEK SAFETY 
ILE OTHERS ~~ MEN LIKE HIS BROTHER ~~ DID THE FIGHTING. HE GLANCED 
AND A WAVE OF HORROR SHOOK HIM ... 
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THE LAD’S 
RIGHT / WE CAN'T ¥ 
LEAVE THOSE , 

MEN TO DIE - 


TO TURN BACK ALL ORDERS. BUT EVEN THE CAUTIOUS TED WESTON 
HAD TO ADMIT THAT {T WOULD BE NOTHING SHORT OF INHUMAN TO LEAVE MEN 


STRUGGUNG IN THE GRIP OF THAT FREEZING, ICE-BOUND SEA / 


HARD A-PORT! 
FULL. AHEAD / 
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J THE THUNDER OF GUNS DREW NEARER AS THE 7ORVZLE SWUNG ABOUT, AND SOON 
§ SHELLS BEGAN TO SCREAM ROUND HER. BUT NOT FOR LONG AS DAVE LIMPED 
AFT TO THEIR OWN FOUR-INCH GUN, THE SOUNDS OF BATTLE BEGAN TO RECEDE . 


GOOD OLD LET’S HOPE THEY 


NAVY J THEY’RE 
DRAWING OFF AT LEAST UNTIL. J 


. THE JERRIES / 4 


AT LAST THE STRICKEN DESTROYER’S GUNS FELL SILENT. BUT AS THE 
TRAMP STEAMER LAY STOPPED AMONG HER SWIMMING CREW... 


: DESTROYER APPROACHING , 
Ey #4 i me STARBOARD QUARTER / 
LOWER THAT 72 (T'S A VERRY) 
SCRAMBLE _NET-- epaocg : 
AND LOOK SHARP 
ABOUT IT / 
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NAS THE LOOKOU SHOUT RANG ACROSS THE 7OSHZLE’S ICE-ENCRUSTED 
$, HER LITTLE FOUR-INCH GUN WAS SWINGING INTO LINE ... 


yf 
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an OF oe 

















“THE BARC OF DAVE'S GUN WAS DROWNED BY THE SCREAMING WHINE OF 
SHELLS FROM THE GERMAN DESTROYER, AND THE TRAMP STAGGERED 
ASA a vid / ia IN FRONT OF HER. & ; 


WH 





HARD A-STARBOARD, 
‘HELMSMAN / WE'VE GOT 
TO GET AWAY FROM 
“THOSE MEN IN THE 
WATER. WE’RE DRAWING 4M 
SHELLS ON TO THEM. 





HARD A-STARBOARD.. 44} 
COX’N / THAT JERRY MUST 
HAVE DOUBLED. BACK - WHILE 
/WE WERE BUSY WITH THE 
@ OTHERS. HE’LL BLOW. THAT: 
MERCHANTMAN OUT OF THE 
WATER IF WE DON’T STOP HIM J : 
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GUNS SPITTING, THE SLIM, GREY DESTROYER KNIFED BETWEEN “ENEMY 
WARSHIP AND 11S INTENDED VICTIM. A SIGH OF RELIEF SWEPT THROUGH THE 
TORVILLE AND A SUBDUED CHEER’ WENT UP FROM HER CREW. 





THE ENGINE ROOM TELEGRAPH CLANGED AND THE TRAMP STEAMER RETURNED ~ 
TO HER GRIM TASK OF AIDING THE PITIFUL HANDFUL OF MEN WHO STILL 
REMAINED, CLINGING TO THE RAFTS. 





GET. THEM 
BELOW ~~ AND 
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RIGHT. SECOND . 
ENGINE ROOM, FULL. SPEED 
AHEAD! WE’VE GOT TO 

CATCH UP WITH THE REST 
OF THE CONVOY OR WE°’LL BE 
A SITTING: DUCK FOR ANY 4 
U-BOAT THAT HAPPENS 4 
ALONG 





FORTUNE CONTINUED TO SMILE ON THE 7ORVZLE, HOWEVER. SHE REJOINED 
THE CONVOY WITHOUT INCIDENT, AND THE REST OF THE VOYAGE TO “THE PACK: 
ICE IN THE STRAIT OF GORLO PROVED COMPARATIVELY UNEVENTFUL. - 
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FROM ‘THAT POINT ONWARDS, ALL DANGER OF ATTACK BY _U-BOATS AND SURFACE 
CEASED, AND DUTIES ABOARD THE 7OPVZZE RESOLVED INTO THE BLEAK 
OF CLEARING ICE AND KEEPING CLOSED UP TO THE ICE- BREAKER . 




















my KEEP WORKING, MATE ~-THAT’S 
THE ONLY WAY TO STAY WARM / 
LUMME, THOUGH, IF WE GET 
MUCH CLOSER TO THAT SHIF", 
IN FRONT WELL RAM HER - 


YARD BY YARO, BENEATH THE FLICKERING GLOW_OF THE NORTHERN LIGHTS, THE 
SHIPS MOVED ON ALONG THE LANE OF OPEN WATER IN THE ICE-BREAKER’S WAKE~~ 
UNTIL AT LAST THEY CAME WITHIN SIGHT OF THEIR DESTINATION ~~ ARCHANGEL ,» 
THAT MOST INACCESSIBLE OF ALL SEAPORTS _ 


| RECKON WE’RE DUE FOR 
A LONG STAY IN HARBOUR 
THIS “TIME , DAVE. 
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Chapter; ABANDON SHIP | 








AND .SO IT PROVED. WHEN THE S.S. 7ORVZLE ONCE MORE LEFT ARCHANGEL IT 
WAS WELL INTO SPRING, ALTHOUGH THE NARROW STRAIT OF GORLO WAS STILL 
ICEBOUND, NECESSITATING USE OF THE ICE-BREAKER TO GET THE CONVOY OUT. 
DAVE BREATHED A SIGH OF RELIEF WHEN, AT AST, THEY EMERGED INTO THE 


OPEN SEA ... 

: YOU SEEM PRETTY ?M GLAD TO BE AT SEA AGAIN ~~ N 
Ma\( CHIRPY THIS MORNING, ) INSTEAD OF KICKING MY HEELS BACK 
: DAVE. THERE IN ARCHANGEL. YOU KNOW, TED, 
THIS IS NO SORT OF LIFE FOR A YOUNG 
CHAP, PVE A DARN GOOD MINO TO HAVE ! 
ANOTHER GO AT GETTING INTO THE NAVY. 































YOULL BE LETTING 
YOURSELF IN FOR 
ANOTHER OISAPPOINTMENT 
IF YOU DO, DAVE. YOUR 

LEG 1S NO BETTER. 















CAPTAIN CLARKE GLANCED KEENLY AT THE YOUNG SECOND OFFICER. BUT THEY 
HAD NO CHANCE TO OISCUSS THE MATTER FURTHER, FOR AT THAT MOMENT... 


DEE Ze: 





AIRCRAFT ON P 


PORT wv 
ATHE PORT BOW!’ ; 


A CONDOR , 
BY THE LOOK 


THIS [IS 
— WHERE THE 
, FUN STARTS J 


Those In 
BUT AN HOUR LATER... Z ; 


Yi 
WHAT THE DICKENS 1S 

THAT CONDOR UP TO P 
WHY DOESN?T HE ATTACK 
US ~~ INSTEAD OF JUST 

CIRCLING ROUND LIKE THAT, 
OUT OF RANGE_OF 

> 

“Ni 

Mf 


Mi OUR GUNS ? 
My j 


Cy oy, 
Yy Z fe 


LLL 


YOU HAVE THE 
LATEST REPORT FROM : 





Peril 


HE’S NOT THERE TO 
ATTACK US, SECOND . 
HIS JOB IS TO KEEP THE 

U-BOATS INFORMED OF 

OUR POSITION. WE’LL HAVE 

TROUBLE ENOUGH BEFORE 
LONG, YOULL SEE / 


THE BRITISH CONVOY 
IS THREE MILES TO 
THE EASTWARD OF OUR 
PRESENT POSITION . 
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ABOARD VESSELS THROUGHOUT THE 
| CONVOY LOOKOUTS WERE ON THE ALERT 
AS_THE BRIEF ARCTIC NIGHT CLOSED IN. 
BUT CLOUDS SCUDDED ACROSS THE FACE 
OF THE MOON, WHITE FEATHERS OF SPRAY 
STREAKED THE RESTLESS SEA ~~ AND 
NONE SAW THE SLENDER PERISCOPE 


SSS 


Sos 


TWO GLISTENING WHITE FRAILS STREAKED THROUGH Uf 
THE WATER ~~ STRAIGHT- TOWARDS THE 7VORVZLE..-. 
Y / i 





wo - Those In Peril . es eee 
THE 7aevZLe BEGAN TO SWING ~~ BUT SHE WAS SLOW AND SLUGGISH. A 
BATTERING-RAM THUD SHOOK HER, AND SHE HEAVED CONVULSIVELY AS A 
‘ ING EXPLOSION TORE A GAPING HOLE IN HER STERN. 


Witkdlccccce 





t 
ayy SLL Ee LL 


suai 
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THE SHIP LAY. ROLLING HELPLESSLY IN THE SHORT. STEEP SEAS, HER ENGINES 
USELESS. A SUDDEN BRILLIANT FLASH STABBED THE DARKNESS AHEAD ~~ AND 
THEN THE NIGHT WAS LIT BY THE GLARE OF STAR SHELLS. 









WE'LL GET NO HELP Cj 
FROM THAT DIRECTION YET Lj. 
AWHILE. THERE'S MORE THAN (ZZ 
ONE U-BOAT ATTACKING THE 
CONVOY -- AND THE ESCORT 
WILL HAVE TO DEAL WITH 


BUT NOT ALL THE U- BOATS HAD FOLLOWED THE CONVOY. AS THE TORVILLE 


QRIFTED. TOWARDS THE NORWEGIAN COAST, A_ SINISTER BLACK 


U- BOAT 
SURFACING / 
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DAVE’S HAND SPRANG TO THE FIRING LEVER OF THE FOUR-INCH GUN 
AS HE SHOUTED THE WARNING ... 


SATA Steal MINGLED 
OW 4 


GET THAT 1 
ENGLANDER_GUN. 
Che 
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THE GERMANS WERE HIGHiN SKILLED GUNNERS AND A DIRECT HIT 
HURLED THE 7ORYZLE’S GUN CREW S.-. 
x ~ rT : - 3 


‘ Trey 


Th 


AGAIN THE U-BOAT’S GUN ROARED ~~ THIS TIME AIMED AT THE BRIDGE. DAZED 
AND BEWILOERED, DAVE WAS THE FIRST TO STAGGER TO HIS FEET AS TED 
|WESTON RAN ON TO THE SCENE . 


coal YES, TED. 
DAVE / DAVE ~~ 5 BUT THE 
RE YOU OKAY : OTHERS ...P_/ 
— ee - 


— 


ONE MAN KILLED 
ON THE BRIDGE --TWO 
OTHERS INJURED, BUT 

NOT SERIOUSLY. 2 
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MORE SHELLS SMASHED INTO THE DEFENCELESS 7JORWLLE 
SHUDDERING, SHE HEELED SLOWLY OVER TO STARBOARD ..- 


ABANDON 
SAME 7 CUT 
THOSE RAFTS 

ADRIFT 16 


THE FLAMES! [A SUDDEN VIOLENT LURCH OF THE SHIP 

Fe oe OAR OE ean GOMES! | TORE THE ROPE OUT OF DAVES HANDS 

SHATTERING PLATES MADE A WATER. 
A MOMENT LATER. HE WAS BEING HAULED 

TERRIBLE BACKGROUND TO “THE ABOARD THE SPRAY-ORENCHED RAFT 
a mee BY TED WESTON. 


; 4 
4 


STEADY, THERE ! 
ND HIS 


OKAY, DAVE ? YOU'RE THE 
LAST SURVIVOR. SKIPPER’S 
ON .THE OTHER RAFT. 
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EVEN AS TED SPOKE, A f ARSHLY FROM THE U-BOAT'S 
CONNING TOWER AND A HAIL OF LEAD SWEPT THE OND RAFT, TOPPLING MEN 
INTO THE WATER LIKE-RAG DOLLS _ a _ 


5 
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DAVE’S WORDS CHOKED IN HIS THROAT AS TED PULLED HIM OOWN, BUT THE 
MASSACRE OF HELPLESS, UNARMED MEN WHICH HE WITNESSED THAT NIGHT 
DROVE DEEPER THE BITTER HATRED HE FELT FOR THE WHOLE NAZ! RACE . 


ay 





THEY WON'T NOW. 
THEY’RE PULLING OUT, 2m 
THE TREACHEROUS £ 


THE LEAN, SINISTER CRAFT SLID SILENTLY INTO "THE DEPTHS ~~AND THEN BEGAN 
THE GRIM TASK OF PICKING UP THE PITIFUL HANOFUL OF MEN WHO HAD ES 


MAKE FOR 
y : 7 NORWAY, | RECKON. 
oo WE’RE IN SIGHT OF 
SKIPPER Y fa THE COAST~~ SO WHAT 
WAS KILLED, Bs : ELSE CAN WE DO >» 
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Chapter, FIGHTING MERCHANTMEN 





PPwe'LL HAVE TO FIND 
SHELTER OF SOME: SORT FOR Vige 
WOUNDED MEN-- THEY'RE 


THE 
IN A PRETTY BAD WAY. THEN 
WE CAN SCOUT ROUND A BIT, 
AND ~~ QUIET’ SOMEBODY'S, 
___ COMING / 





UN! 


KNOWN TO. THE SEAMEN, THEIR ARRIVAL: HAQ BEEN SEEN FROM AFAR -~ 
BY A GERMAN COASTAL:.OEFENCE POST 
See =~ 

RAFT J THEY CANNO 
BE .FAR AWAY |. 4 








NO TROUBLE, HERR 
2 LEUTNANT / 
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SURVIVORS: . 
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COME ON, LADS 


(hose In Peril 


| TAKEN COMPLETELY BY SURPRISE ANDO OUTNUMBERED TWO TO ONE, THE : 
Sea WERE QUICKLY OVERPOWERED BY THE EIGHT UNINJURED BRITISH 
Ss ; 


BUT SURRENDER HAD NO PLACE _IN THE ENGLISHMEN?’S Re aretha HEY FOUND 
THE BOAT ANO LEAVING THE REST_OF THEIR PARTY UNDER CO’ eR OF THE - 
TREES, THE SECOND CEriCen AND TWO SEAMEN CREPT SILENTLY COWN TO 
a8 WATERS EDGE. 


if” 
Oe Mi if 
T4 yA ue 
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AT RIFLE POINT THE TWO SAILORS HAD NO CHOICE BUT TO OBEY, AND 
TWENTY MINUTES LATER, WITH THE INJURED MEN SETTLED COMFORTABLY 
4} BELOW DECKS, THE LAUNCH WAS UNDER WAY ..-.- 








FUEL IS. 
THERE, FREDY, 


i" rm ay 
le aif wee 


4 
£ feat af : ; oot ‘ 


eee on Ge 
\ \\. \G > a 


“il 


¥ THE GRINNING FACE OF FRED 
SMYTHE, THE TORVELE'’S THIRD 
| ENGINEER, APPEARED IN THE 


HATCHWAY... 
WE’RE GOING HOME 
THE TANK’S PRACTICALLY FULL - IN STYLE, EH, DAVE P 
THERE WON’T BE ENOUGH TO TAKE 
US RIGHT HOME, BUT WITH CARE 
WE SHOULD GET A GOOD PART 
OF THE WAY. 


AND THERE 
IS A RADIO 
TRANSMITTER , 
SO SPARKS WILL BE 
ABLE TO: SEND FOR 
HELP AS SOON AS 
WE’RE WELL CLEAR 
OF NORWAY. OUR 
| CONVOY CAN°T BE a 
SO VERY FAR_AWAY.f 
THERE’S A GOOD 
PIN CHANCE THEY’LL 


MAYBE, TED AS LONG 

AS WE OON’T RUN INTO- 
ANY OTHER NAZI 
PATROL BOATS . 
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[NERVOUSLY ALERT FOR ANY SIGN OF PURSUIT, THEY PRESSED ON THROUGHOU 
THE REST OF THAT DAY. NIGHT CAME ~~ AND STILL THEIR LUCK HELO. BUT 
AS DAWN FLUSHEO THE EASTERN SKY... 


LE 
CE 


z te GE « Z 2 Z = 
EZ Pig EEE g 5 


UP, DAVE. _LOOKS 
\ LIKE A JERRY/ 


we 
2 


Z7 YOU'RE RIGHT; TED, 
A HEINKEL SEAPLANE 
COMING BACK FROM 
A MINELAYING TRIP, 

RECKON . 


GIVE HIM A, 
WAVE, LADS. HE 
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BUT THE GERMAN PILOT WAS NOT HIS LIPS DRAWN BACK IN A MIRTHLESS 
SATISFIED ..-. SMILE, THE GERMAN PILOT SWUNG 

= BACK TOWARDS THE MOTOR LAUNCH 


Dd SEE, THEY 
5 ARE WAVING 


LOOK OUT ~<a. 
HE'S RUMBLED 


Ge. 
THEY ARE TRYING TO 
TRICK US ~~ BUT WE WILL 
SHOW THEM, EH,FRITZ P 


DAVE SPUN THE WHEEL HARD OVER ~~ BUT NOT QUICKLY ENOUGH “TO AVOID THE 
WITHERING HAIL OF MACHINE-GUN BULLETS STREAMING. FROM THE HEINKEL’S 


AT THAT , 
BLIGHTER . 
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i § HIS LAME Lt. » DAVE REACHED THE HEAVY .MACHINE-GUN IN HALFE_A 
DOZEN SWIFT STRIOES ~~ ANO Oe A STREAM OF SHELLS RIPPING INTO THE 
DE - —— - 





A 
WANN 


IX 


GOOD SHOOTING, 
SIR / YOU GOT 
HIM / 


| ; 
yw 


THE SEAMAN’S WORDS WERE DROWNED IN THE THUNOEROUS ROAR OF THE PiLANE’S 
ENGINES ANO THE TEARING CRASH aS THE ent STALLED FOR A MOMENT, 


LET'S HOPE HE OION’T GET OFF A RADIO 
E, OR WE'LL SOON HAVE HALF THE 
BUZZING ROUND OUR EARS. 


THEN PLUNGED HEAOLONG WNT 
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AT THAT MOMENT “SPARKS” LOWSON, THE 7O@VZLE'S RADIO OFFICER, APPEARE. 
‘AND ‘HIS. FACE WAS GRIM -.. 








FRANSMITTER, BUT THE 
RECEIVER'S HAO IT. 





WE CERTAINLY ARE J IF 
WE ONCY KNEW THE CONVOY’S 
EXACT POSITION WE COULO 
INTERCEPT IT. BUT WE DON’T... 


THEY SPED SOUTH: WESTWARDS » 
WHILE SPARKS WORKED FEVERISHLY @ 
ON THE RADIO : 
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iT WAS FAR INTO THE AFTERNOON, WITH THE SEA RISING HOURLY AND A HALF 
GALE BLOWING, BEFORE SPAR 
WAS WORKING . 


START SENDING > 
SPARKS ~~ AND 
KEEP ON 
REPEATING OUR 
POSITION UNTIL 
SOMEBODY 
HERE , 


Hy a AND LET’S HOPE IT’S A 

BIE BRITISH SHIP THAT REACHES US 

Ry FIRST! | WANT TO GET HOME AND 

F JOIN THE NAVY. THEY’°VE GOT TO LET 
ME IN NOW/ THERE ARE TOO MANY 
DEBTS IT OWE THE JERRIES; AND 
THEY’RE, GOING TO BE PAID IN’ FULL 

BEFORE THIS WAR’S OVER / 


TED WESTON GLANCED AT THE YOUNG SECOND OFFICER, SURPRISED BY THE 
BITTERNESS OF HIS TONE 
i . MACHINE ~GUNNING THE 
: TORVLLE'’S SURVIVORS WAS 
A ROTTEN TRICK, DAVE. 


aN 


THAT’S NOT THE ONLY THING, TED . 

THEY SANK THE CAAQOEW IN THE SAME 

WAY ~~ ANO_SHE HAON’T A GUN TO 

DEFEND HERSELF. | WAS THE ONLY 
ONE WHO ESCAPED . 





= Those In Peril 
“TED GAI 


D GAID NO MORE, AND FOR THE NEXT FIVE_HOURS THE LAUNCH DROVE ON 
THE GENERAL DIRECTION OF THE HOMEWARD-BOUND CONVOY. HE AND DA) 
ere a OS WHEEL OF THE TINY VESSEL, PEERING HOPEFULLY INTO THE MURK. 


THE WISDOM OF TED’S ADVICE WAS EVIDENT TO EVERYONE, AND TENSELY THEY 
WAITED + FREO SMYTHE GELOW WITH HIS HAND ON THE THROTTLE, READY TO 
Coen ves FULL SPEEQ THE INSTANT WORD WAS GIVEN. BUT AS THE 


4 a 
i i Y 


i 
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THE REST OF THE VOYAGE HOME PROVED UNEVENTFUL, ANID ONCE “THERE! 
DAVE LOST NO TIME IN RE-APPLYING FOR ENLISTMENT IN THE ROYAL 
NAVY ~-IN SPITE OF TEOD’S WARNINGS THAT !T WOULD DO NO GOOD .-.. 

















¥ iW 
i Wy Q IT’S NO USE. THEY'RE STICKLERS FOR THE 
WAZ : TED, YOU WERE RULES, OAVE. BUT THIS LETTER 
RIGHT ~~ THEY WON'T SHOULD CHEER YOU UP ~<-IT’S 
HAVE ME! | CAN'T | FROM YOUR BROTHER. NOTIFICATION 
IMAGINE WHY. OF OUR NEW SHIP CAME THROUGH 
BECAUSE THIS LIMP /| WHILE YOU WERE OUT, TOO ~~ ANO 
1S HAROLY ANY MOST_OF US FROM THE 7ORVALLE | 
HANDICAP AT ARE GOING TO THE DAWNVS7TAR. 
FROM WHAT | CAN MAKE OUT 
SHE'S JOINING THE NEXT 
MALTA CONVOY . 


See 


THE DAWVS74 I(T IS, TEO’ AND WHAT COULO BE BETTER, 

ACCORDING TO THIS LETTER ALEC 1S THEN © YOUu’LL HAVE A CHANCE - 

SERVING WITH A SHORE- BASED OF SEEING HIM AGAIN ~~ FOR i 
SQUADRON IN MALTA. A FEW DAYS AT LEAST. 
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Chapler;, GAUNTLET TO MALTA 


AMIN 


AND SO IT PROVED. THE FIRS 
STRAITS OF PANTELLARIA ... 


“Pave x ¥, 
v. 


ne 


Pd 
kK Lo Faiss 
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BRILLIANT ORANGE FLASHES AND PUFFS OF BLACK SMOKE TO PORT MARKED THE 
PATH OF THE BOMBERS AS SHIPS OF THE ESCORT OPENED FIRE. DAVE LIMPED 
DOWN TO HIS POSLTION AT THE FOR*ARD OERLIKON. 


a Se ry 

















MARTLETS CAN'T 
HOLD "EM ALL / 


THE SCREAM OF FALLING 
AIR. MINGLED WITH IT _CA\ 
ANO THE 


OF MACHINE -GUNS AND CANNONS 
HEAVIER THUMP OF THE WARSHIPS’ GUNS - 





it 
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A STICK OF BOMBS STRAODLED THE DAWVS742 AND A GREAT GEYSER OF 
WATER LASHED THE OECKS, IT ALL THE TIME A STREAM OF RED TRACER 
OM THE SHUDDERING BARREL OF DAVE’S OERLIKON, BITING DEEP 
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iT STILL SEEMED TO BE UNDES CONTROL BUT SOST TT 
ane ALMOST eae THE 


ID PLUNGED INTO THE SEA 
ts ENGINES SUODENLY SILENCED FOR EVER 


WATCH OUT Fi 
THE TORPEDOES. / 


7ToRPEDO / , 
PORT BEAM. 
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A SLIM WHITE TRAIL ARROWED TOWARDS THE 

OAWNSTAR ~~ FRANTIC. >, THE HELMSMAN SPUN 

THE WHEEL HARD OVER ~~ ANO THE OEAOLY 

MISSILE SLICED INCHES PAST THE 80 
: 7 











SUFFERING Pas 
SNAKES , THAT }- 
ACWAS CLOSE / 
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THEN THE FLEET AIR ARM MARTLETS SWOOPED 
ON THE ATTACKERS ANO A_HEINKEL SPUN 
OOWN NEAR THE FRINGE OF THE CONVOY. 

BUT TWO SHIPS WERE ABLAZE AND A 
CORVETTE WAS LISTING HEAVILY. 


THEY’RE SHEERING 
OFF ~~ FOR THE TIME , 
BEING AT ANY RATE - 


FOR THE REST OF. THAT DAY, DAVE SCARCELY 


LEFT HIS POSITION AT THE OERLIKON. WAVE AFTER P 


WAVE _OF GERMAN AND ITALIAN BOMBERS 

TORPEDO BOMBERS ATTACKED THE CONVOY, AND 
THEN, TOWAROS NIGHTFALL, THERE WAS ‘AN UNEASY 
LULL... BUT IT DIO NOT LAST... 


HERE THEY COME 
AGAIN ~~ STUKAS 
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THE NEXT HALE HOUR WAS ONE DAVE 
O NEVER FORGET. THE AIR WAS 




















gee ge a 
SPR alee FOR “THE DAWWS7HR.. 


\ 
ANNA — 


AI 


AN 


Zz 
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THE BOMB STRUCK JUST AFT OF THE BRIDGE AND THE SHIP STAGGERED UNDER 
THE TREMENDOUS IMPACT. AT THE SAME MOMENT, THE STUKA EXPLODED INTO 
A WHITE-HOT BALL OF FIRE, DIRECTLY OVERHEAD. THE DIN WAS APPALLING 
"LZ ; = 





aA \\ 
ax PA) 


yy 


WRAPPED IN FLAME, THE DIVE-BOMBER SEEMEO TO 


HANG FOR A MOMENT IN MIO-AIR ~~ THEN IT PLUNGED 
DOWN ... 7 


A, 


Ss 


ee NS 
Alga 
CT 


*~ f Zagat 
“y yi; ai tr : 


win 

i) 

Ha HUME 
a it vi 
TG 
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THE SHIP _LURCHED AGAIN AS THE FOR A MOMENT HE PAUSED, HORROR - 
PLANE HIT THE WATER JUST ASTERN STRICKEN AT WHAT HE SAW. THE 
OF HER, AND THEN SHE BEGAN TO QAWNVSTAR’*S SKIPPER, CAPTAIN 


SWING, OUT OF CONTROL. DAVE MATHIESON, LAY SENSELESS, WHILE 
LEAPED PROM. THE OERLIKON AND TEO WESTON HAO BEEN BAOLY 
RACED TO THE BRIDGE LAODER - INJURED. HE RAISED A FEEBLE SMILE 
y AS DAVE APPROACHED, AND PAINFULLY 

WHISPERED A FEW WORDS OF 
ENCOURAGEMENT 


SHE’S- ALL} 
YOURS - NOW, DAVE, 
AND REMEMBER - 

SHE MUST = , 


DON'T YOU 
WORRY, TED. 
WELL GET HER 
INTO. MALTA ~~ 

SOMEHOW / 


AS THE INJURED WERE CARRIED BELOW, NIGHT CLOSED SWIFTLY. ON THE SCENE, 
CLOAKING “THE Q4WWS74R IN A WELCOME PALL OF DARKNESS, ANO A MOMENT 
NOE TRIBE: VOICE OF ANOY MACLEAN, THE THIRD MATE, CAME THROUGH THE 


Save. auDoeR.” geil 
: R a | ABOUT THE 
WAS CARRIED AWAY >, ENGINES > 
WHEN ‘THE STUKA ™ 3 
CRASHED. WE’RE 

TAKING IN WATER 

PRETTY BAQLY, . 
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MIRACULOUSLY, THE SCREWS WERE UNTOUCHED AND THE ENGINES WORKED NORMALLY. 


GET THE PUMPS GOING, 
ANDY. 





BY SKILFUL USE OF THE TWIN ENGINES, DAVE MANAGED TO KEEP THE 
QAWNVS7AR MOVING IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION, BUT SHE WAS DOWN BY THE 
STERN AND COULD NOT KEEP STATION ON THE REST OF THE CONVOY, HER 
OISTRESS HAD BEEN NOTICED, HOWEVER, AND A FRIGATE ANO DESTROYER 
OF THE ESCORT CAME WHEELING BACK. 


WE’VE, GOT COMPANY; NOW, 
ANDY / HOW’S IT GOING 


OT TOO BAD. 
SEEM TO BE 

KEEPING THE WATER 
IN CHECK. 
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GRADUALLY, WITH THE PUMPS WORKING AT FULL PRESSURE, THE WATER FLOODING 
INTQ THE SHIP’S AFTER HOLD WAS BROUGHT UNDER CONTROL. DAVE REMAINED ON 
THE BRIDGE, SCANNING THE RESTLESS SEA. BUT TROUBLE DID NOT COME UNTIL 
SHORTLY AFTER MIDNIGHT, WHEN THE TWO WARSHIPS GROKE FORMATION AND __ | 
WHEELED AWAY TO STARBOARD, THEIR SEARCHLIGHTS STABBING THE DARKNESS . 


E-BOATS, | THINK. 

| CAUGHT A_GLIMPSE OF 

SOMETHING OVER IN 
THAT OIRECTION . 





DAVE WAS RIGHT. THE DESTROYER HAD CONTACTED A GROUP OF SIX E-BOATS 
TRYING TO SNEAK UP UNOER COVER OF DARKNESS, AND FOR THE NEXT HALF 
HOUR THE TWO MERCHANT NAVY OFFICERS HAD A GRANOSTANO VIEW OF THE 
BATTLE WHICH FOLLOWED ~~ A VIEW THAT BITTERLY REMINDED DAVE OF HIS 
OWN OGESIRE TO HIT AT THE ENEMY. 


WHAT WOULDN’T ! GIVE TO 
BE OUT THERE HELPING » 

Ba INSTEAD OF STANDING HERE 

= JUST WATCHING . 
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SOON, THE THREE. REMAINING E- BOATS TURNED ; ¥ 
TAIL AND STREAKED FOR HOME. THE FLICKERING 
LINES. OF TRACER AND THE SEARCHLIGHTS OIED 
AWAY ~~ THE BATTLE WAS OVER. 




















THE REST OF THE NIGHT PASSED QUIETLY ENOUGH, BUT WITH THE DAWN 


CAME ‘THE FIRST OF THE OIVE BOMBERS, SWOOPING DOWN LIKE VULTURES 


ON THE CRIPPLED STRAGGLER OF THE CONVOY. 


: HERE WE GO . 
AGAIN ! THIS 1S ONE 
FIGHT YOU WON'T BE 

LEFT OUT OF, DAVE 
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THERE WAS _NO TIME “FOR DAVE TO REPLY. AL READY HIS TIN | 
VICKERS WERE BANGING AWAY AT A PLUMME TING STUK 
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TRAILING BLACK OILY SMOKE 8EHIND IT, THE LAST OF THE THREE STUKAS: 





LURCHED AWAY 


FIRE’S IN THE UPPER *TWEEN 
DECKS, SIR. BUT IT’S WELL 
CLEAR OF THE AMMUNITION 
: AND PETROL - 


BUT ITS BOMB HAD 


HIT THE DAWNVS7AR. 


GET THE HOSES 
GOING J HANG ON 
HERE, ANDY. I'M 
GOING BELOW .TO 

FINO OUT ..HOW 

MUCH DAMAGE. 





WITHIN MINUTES, TWO HOSES WERE 


PUMPING WATER OVER THE BLAZE. ANDY 
HAD TO YELL TO MAKE HIS VOICE .- 

HEARD ABOVE THE SULLEN ROAR. A 
THE FLAMES ANDO THE HISS OF, STEAM. 


SIGNAL FROM _THE 
DESTROYER, DAVE. 
SHE WANTS TO KNOW 
IF WE’RE GOING TO 
ABANDON SHIP. 
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: VE ANDO HIS .MEN REDOUBLED EIR 
AFTERNOON THE Ss QUT AND THE OAWWVS7TAR, WITH 
ON GITHER FLANK ANO A FLIGHT OF SPITFIRES CIRCLING 
OVERHEAD , WAS STEAMING INTO GRAND HARGOUR, MALTA . 
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YHE Dawyvs 74%, iN CHARGE OF A TUG, DREW INTO THE DOCK, 
SGUND OF CHEERING ECHOED ACROSS THE WATER. LQOKING UP AT THE 
WAVING THRONG, DAVE CAUGHT A GLIMPSE OF A_FAMILIAR FIGURE IN 
NAVAL UNIFORM. /7 WAS AVS SROTHER, ALET ++.. 
















| NEVER EXPECTED 
TO SEE YOU HERE / 


~~ 


ANO | NEVER EXPECTED. 

TO SEE ‘YOU ON THE 
WHARFSIDE, EITHER / HOW 
COME YOURE NOT UP 





ALEC GRINNED RUEFULLY AT THIS QUESTION... 


BECAUSE MY PLANE’S OUT OF ACTION ~~ LIKE 
HALF THE SQUADRON ~~ FOR WANT OF SPARES 
TO REPAIR THEM. !§ CAN TELL YOU, DAVE, MALTA 
WOULD HAVE BEEN IN GUEER STREET IF YOU 
ANO THOSE OTHER THREE SHIPS HADN’T GOT 
THROUGH . THERE’S HARDLY ANY FOOD LEFT 
ON_ THE ISLANO... THAT’S WHY THE PEOPLE 
ARE. CHEERING ~~ THEY’VE ®BEEN ON 
STARVATION RATIONS 

















THERE , YOU. SEE, DAVE. 
WITHOUT TRE MERCHANT 
“NAVY THIS WAR COULD 
HAVE ONLY ONE END. 


















ALL RIGHT, TED, ?M 
CONVINCED / “YOU WON'T HEAR 
WE, GRUMBLE AGAIN ~~ JUST 
30 LONG AS WE CAN GET 
OUR CARGOES SAFELY INTO 

: HARBOUR . 
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TWO DAYS LATER, S.S. O4WWS7AR _SAILED FROM BESIEGED MALTA. HER 
HOLDS WERE EMPTY, THOSE VITAL SUPPLIES SHE HAD CARRIED ALREADY 
BEING USED TO KEEP THE GALLANT ISLAND ALIVE ANO FIGHTING. ON THE 
PATCHED AND BATTERED SRIDGE OF THE CARGO SHIP _ STOOD HER ACTING 
SKIPPER, DAVE KENDALL, HIS MIND CONTENT AT LAST WITH THE PART 
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ALSO ON SALE NOW 
FOR WAR THRILLS... ACTION ...DRAMA... 


WAR PICTURE 
LIBRARY 


No. 72—BOMBERS MOON No. 74—FRONT LINE 


WAR BOMBERS 


§ PICTURE 


Ga Moon 


Twice the tail gunner escaped certain This is the story of three men and of an 
death while the rest of his crew ancient prophecy that was dramatically 
perished. Could he—or any man— fulfilled before the thunder of war 
beat the odds that had shortened so rolled eastwards from Normandy. 
ominously ? 


ALSO ON SALE NOW :— 
No. 75—BLOOD RIDGE 


Next month’s FOUR thrilling WAR PICTURE LIBRARY issues, on sale 
December 5th, are :— 


No. 76—THEY SHALL NOT DIE No. 78—ACES HIGH 
No. 77—TIDE OF WAR No. 79—THE VOICE OF THE GUNS 





Dramatic 
All Action 
War Stories 


WAR PICTURE LIBRARY every month 
for-one year is an ideal gift for Christmas 
and birthdays, and also as a present for 
overseas friends. The current annual sub- 
scription rates are, Home £3, Overseas 
£2 18s. and Canada £2 18s. 

You can arrange a subscription by filling 
in the form below and sending it to the 
Subscription Department, Fleetway House, 
Farringdon Street, E.C.4, or by giving it 
to your local newsagent. 

If you wish, an attractive card can be sent 
with the first gift issue, giving your name. 


Will you please send WAR PICTURE LIBRARY for 


Twelve months to: 


Bis, PA Reiy. AIRS ag hagaceaw tee wapiawerce testis at chaescagces eaememeaeees 


Paid by : “ 
* ines Miss... 





Cheque ion 
Postal Order 
Gift Card Yes 
No 


| enclose 


An exciting gift that lasts 
the whole year through... 


WAR PICTURE 
LIBRARY 


(Please use block letters) 





